ARE THERE ANY

grey areas?

There are some very key and fundamental differences. But the truth is that
there is also a lot of middle ground and cross over where both Interior
Designers and Architects do similar work during the life of a project.
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DEFINING

roles

SIGNER

The key is to make sure that there isn’t any unnecessary doubling up by dividing
roles and responsibilities clearly. A good Interior Designer and Architect will help
their Clients navigate the differences and make sure the right person is playing the
right role.
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AREAS OF

overlap

Clients shouldn’t be alarmed by some level of overlap. There are times when a bit of
joint-thinking between Architect and Interior Designer can make all the difference
between a good project and an amazing one. Here are some typical roles and overlaps.

IN
T

ARCHITEC

CO-ORDINATION OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

PLANNING/BUILDING CONTROL APPLICATIONS

BUILDING THE CONCEPT
(THE LOOK)
BATHROOM LAYOUT

CO-ORDINATION PROJECT TENDER
REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION
& DOCUMENTATION

SANITARYWARE
KITCHEN LAYOUT
LIGHTING LAYOUT
JOINERY

DRAINAGE/PUBLIC HEALTH/WASTE

SPECIALIST FINISHES
DECORATIVE SCHEME
FF&E FURNISHINGS
FF&E DECORATIVE LIGHTING
AV/SECURITY DESIGN
INTEGRATION
FF&E INSTALLATION
FINAL DRESSING OF THE SPACE

FIRE STRATEGIES

SPECIALIST JOINERY
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ESIGNER
RD

SHELL & CORE

SPACE PLANNING

SPACE PLANNING

BUILDING FORM & FUNCTION

IO

STYLING DIRECTIONS

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

T
ER

CONCEPT DESIGN

MASTER PLANNING

BENEFITS OF

overlap

A1, A 2 B U I LD ING THE CONCEPT
(THE LOOK)
This would involve the Interior Designer
working with the Architect from day one, with
a view to the architectural design being
approached from an ‘Inside Out’ perspective.
In this way the Architect and Interior designer
would be able to adopt a holistic approach
incorporating spatial arrangements, special
finishes, lighting effects, positioning of art etc
in one complete concept.

C

SPACE PLANNING
BUILDING THE CONCEPT
(THE LOOK)
BATHROOM LAYOUT

B AT HROOM LAYOUT

SANITARYWARE

As many bathrooms are of a bespoke
nature, the concept, public health
compliance, overall layout, joinery elements,
stone or tiling elements and sanitary ware
elements all need to be coordinated
between the Architect, Interior Designer
and M&E consultant. Also, on larger
projects, the location and sizing of
bathrooms, to allow stacking through the
building for example, require careful thought
and coordination between all parties to
achieve a successful design.

KITCHEN LAYOUT
LIGHTING LAYOUT
JOINERY

S P A C E P L A N N IN G

The architect would lead. But also having
the interior designer involved briefly in the
space planning exercise would allow the
interior designer to develop interior furniture
layouts, which then help influence the best
possible positioning of walls, partitions, door
openings and placement of radiators,
switches, furnishings to maximise the optimal
room layout from a furnishings and user
experience perspective. Having both
Architect and Interior Designer working
together on this will create a much better
solution as furniture placement, small power
and special features etc can all be
accommodated sympathetically within the
initial Architectural Design. This avoids costly
‘bolt-ons’ and creates greater opportunities
to realise the visions of both Architect and
interior Designer.

S A N ITA RY WA R E

KITCHEN LAYOUT

As with bathrooms, the coordination
between all three parties along with a clear
and detailed understanding of the client
brief, will result in a successful, stylish and
ergonomic design. Further consultation with
specialists such as the kitchen supplier and
lighting consultant will only enhance the end
result.

F &G

JOINE RY
Both Architect and Interior Designer
might be involved in detailing fitted and
freestanding joinery. The key is to assign
roles and responsibilities early on to avoid
any unnecessary doubling up.
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Sanitaryware selections, technical
specifications and plans for plumbing and
waste all need to be co-ordinated betweene
Architect/Interior Designer and M&E
consultant.

L IG H T IN G L AY O U T
D

B

E

Both the Architect and the Interior Designer
will have strong ideas as to how they would
want to light their building but specialist
consultants can add a touch of magic, as their
detailed, technical knowledge can often
provide exciting or dramatic solutions.

